
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

DEC 8 1997
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The Honorable Sidney R. Yates
U. S. House of Representatives
2109 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-1309

Dear Congressman Yates:

Thank you for your letter dated October 31, 1997, on behalf of your constituent,
Mayor Jacqueline Gorell, who is concerned about the placement and construction of facilities
for the provision of personal wireless services and radio and television broadcast services in
her community of Skokie, Illinois. Your constituent's letter refers to three proceedings that
are pending before the Commission. In MM Docket No. 97-182, the Commission has sought
comments on a Petition for Further Notice of Proposed Rule Making filed by the National
Association for Broadcasters and the Association for Maximum Service Television. In this
proceeding, the petitioners ask the Commission to adopt a rule limiting the exercise of State
and local zoning authority with respect to broadcast transmission facilities in order to
facilitate the rapid build-out of digital television facilities, ~ ..Jquired by the Commission's
rules to fulfill Congress' mandate. In WI Docket No. 97-19li the Commission has sought
comment on proposed procedures for reviewing requests for relief from State and local
regulations that are alleged to impermissibly regulate the siting of personal wireless service
facilities based on the environmental effects of radio frequency emissions, and related matters.
Finally, in DA 96-2140 and FCC 97-264, the Commission twice sought comments on a
Petition for Declaratory Ruling filed by the Cellular Telecommunications Industry Association
seeking relief from certain State and local moratoria that have been imposed on the siting of
commercial mobile radio service facilities.

Because all of these proceedings are still pending, we cannot comment on the merits
of the issues at this time. However, I can assure you that the Commission is committed to
providing a full opportunity for all interested parties to participate. The Commission has
formally sought public comment in all three proceedings and, as a result, has received
numerous comments from State and local governments, service providers, and the public at
large. Your letter, as well as this response, will be placed in the record of all three
proceedings and will be given full consideration.
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Further information regarding the Commission's policies toward personal wireless
service facilities siting, including many of the comments in the two proceedings involving
personal wireless service facilities, is available on the Commission's internet site at http://
www.fcc.gov(wtb(siting.

Thank you for your inquiry.

Sincerely,~

r~
David L. Furth
Chief, Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
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Honorable Willia. kennard
h i -----..----c a ~n . . __----.-- ...--.-- ---- ----

Federal Coaun.icatlone-EoJlQlissi:an-­
-----·----1.°9"1~-lr-street,NW

washinqton, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. ChaiBGn~ · ·_---· .---- --_ .. ~---- ----_... --_.._.-
I am writinq on behalt of Mayor Jacqueline Gorell ot the

Village ot Skokie, which i. located in my conqre.aion.Al di !!Itr!o1!-4" ....-.--
.. - _.'

-Mayo~ COrell-underatan4ably i. concerned about the FCC'a
propo.ed rule on the location of cellular, radio and television
towers. She rais•• important points reqardill9 the ti~_.fi:".J~.. ,~,-.' _.--- _.-­
which municipalities m~st ac~ ~n rclat.4 ~onin9 applications and
~xtan~ir~~~jurfsdlction over local zoninq decisions.

I would be grateful if you would review Mayor G<?!:!.~!JL __-_-- --"". -'--- --­
letter and bear in mind her co.~~nts ~3 yuu consi~er the final
!'lolls.
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Ja.cqu6Jine Gorell
Ma)'or October 28, 1997
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Hono~able Sidney ~. Y~ta.

~lOO Riclqe Avenu.
Room 2700
Evan.ton, Illinoi. 60201

-D.ar-~pr.sent&tiv.Yat•• :

We a.re wri1:ing to you to ask youJ: a ••ia~LJ,.:n.-.s..topp;i;Dg--1:h.·------·-·--
p~opos~ ~+..A&ki%19-by-th.--..-c:e-""ttat,,~prMllpt local zoning

.------_.- --%'.gulitlon of the locat.i.on of cellulaz:, :adio anel TV to..r. that
was &f~irmec:l by the 1996 'relecolIIlD:unications Act passed. by Congr•••.
Propo••d rule. which are iu conflict: with ~.J:U~-~-::;:;n±n~r-------··-·-­

authoJ:i~__~._4"_follo" •..:-·_---_··----------
-----_.-' .._-----..---

..;- ...- -
TFl.e FCC has_ issued a PJ:'C>posed. ria- ,~..t~ woUld pr.-.pt local ilouiug

.- oe- ra11io ·and. 'J!V to".:. by e.blbliah1ng an unre.liat.i.c period of 21
to 4S days ~or municipai~Ue. to· act OD any· local pemit. Any
pe::mit reque.t is automatic.lly~d g~an'tecl ~~ the ~ie~~-_.--~_'-'- ---
doean I t act in t:hia t"",e:f=UMI, eftA i~ the application is
iucomplete or violatea local la... All appeal. of lIonin(J and.
p.:r:mit denials would go direotly to the I'CC, not to the local
c:ou:ts. ...__._...-- -_._-- -'''''.. -. _._..- _.-----_ ... - ....
':l-~...-v11~ilq.--0l- Skokie's zOD:i.Dg proce.. tak.. 60 to 90 clays to
complete ~oJ: all typ.. o~ p.U1:10D. • Mc~e ~an 21 to 4! day. aJ:e
required to properly review a request. and. pz:o,,:i~-!..ga1.-noUGe--~------·---­

adjacent prope:q..2!m.u.a.~~--i~--sy-!t1:atelaw.--_._. --_....---_.........-...-_.~_.~ _.
Cellul.a; TOwer,

--~-._.-_.__..-.---_ ..-------------
The FCC ind.icate~ _t!!.1i~1U¥ -o.-Ruzn luaar zon"Eii decision., even

_____--·tlhouqh-tl:ray"&i:eoth.rw:L•• complei:ely acceptable if it believes 1:hey
were tainted by radia~OIl concerns. The I'ec' s decision c:aIlD.ot be
app.aled to the court. &Ad. the PeC do.. Dot D.eeel to_~~_ ..tAe----~~--···-­
reasons a aul1iCi~j..!:.r__~.--.ec---i:ta-~~:athe:r: it _y

__-_--- s~~i-t-"I%l:1r'1:t..··]u"ll1:a. to what the true re••ons we:. for the
municipal action. _.--- _. -­-_.- -- _. ~---..---
Congre.s expr•••lY pr.s.rved loeal zoning-authority over cellular
towers in the -1996 ''r.l.cOlllll'Wl~cat.ion.Act. •. Zonin(J decision by the
Villaqe of Skokie on antenna tower. ancl ot.heZ' :eque.ts a:e made 1:0
p:rQt:ect the health, sa~ety anet weltare o~ ita citiZ~.9.1_.L.-.__Au..-·- - .,------ - -

The \ "il1age of Skokie • 5127 Oakton Sreet • Skokie, It 60017
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_. --- _.---- - ...-----,..-----~. --.--_._- .
._._...._-----_... -_ .._.__ ....---- -_.~

------ -------ciecisions are macle based on strict findings of fact prescribed. by
state law. 'rhus, '!'he proposed FCC nlemald.nq would.. vit'll!!.t.:: th.­
Village I s local zoning au-ehor.ity udS'ta1;e-law.- -_...

----_......

.. --_.

.... ' _.

Ple.se do three thing. to .'top the FCC: Fir.'t contact new FCC
Chai~ William Kennard and FCC COZIIU••ioners Sus~Jf",u-r-Jfas'01d--- ------ -­
i'urchtgot't-Roth, Mich••l Po~ll ant!-~J.o=:1:&··Tri.tan.i ..king them to
.tOl) th.I!....a.Ilt..-u*tcn:L'.. on 10e&3. zoning .uthor.i1:y in c•••• W'! g7-197,
101 -Oocket 97-182 and OA ;6-2140; .econd, join in the "O.ar
Colleaque Latter" aurrently being' prep.red. 'to qo to _~--.J'CC.~-r-e=- -- - ---.- --­
many members of Congre•• ; and th.i~d, CPPOolil any .:ffort by Conqress
to qrani: ~e FCC th. authority to pre-.p1: local zoning .u1:hoZ'ity.

Thank you foZ' your eonsideratioa. in the.e aa't1:eZ's. . --------------..-----_..-
____-_---- ------ --- -----qiry-i:-r;i;y~;~:----' --- _.........--
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V,U.laqe HanatJer

Nor! Vaa Blzea.
As.ist~~t to th. Village MaDaqer

_. - _.-­---_.. ­R-"'-·-··-

Nor1:h "est: Mlmicipal Conf'erenoe
Illinois MUnicipal League
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